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Prelude

Please take this oPPor’cunitg to set aside all the busgmcss of the l'10|ic|a5 season and instead

center on the presence of Christ in our midst.

Wclcome

his Christmas [© ve Service is based on a medieval monastic order of worship that has been
P

part of the Cl’]ristian exPcrfence for at least nine centuries, Perhaps much Ionger. |t uses
readiﬂgs called the «<O Antiphons.” You know them even if you have never heard this Phrase
before because theg are the basis of our carol “O Come, O Come EmmanueL” Tonight we
will cxplore the seven “O Antiphons”—w]ﬂat theg reveal about the coming of the Messiah and
how ’cl’xeg connect with the (Christmas story. This will be a service of invocation because we
are ca”ing the Messiah to come to us, to descend to us, to abide with us, to be born in us.

Comej ]__orcl Jesus, is our prayer and our song tonight.

Before we begin, Pleasc take an opportunity to sign the white registration folders so that we
migl‘)t have a record of everyone’s attendance this evening, Wl‘nfle you are cloing that, | would
like to goovera few details about the service with you. First are two brief choruses that we will
be singing in the service. “(Come, Holg Spirit” isa | anzanian prayer chorus that we will sing
as a response to each Petition in our opening prayer for the Ho]y Spirit. T he words are
Printed in your bulletin in the c{escription of the Frager for the Hob SPirit. Manna will now
sing through the chorus once, and then | would like for us all to try it. SING Comc, come,
come Hol}j Spirit come! (Come, come, come }ﬁlol\(j SPirit come! “IHe Came Down” is a prayer
song from (Cameroon that we will sing in response to the reacling of each O Antiphon. The
words are Printec] in your bulletin in the clescriPtion of the Sung ResPonse. Manna will now
sing it once, and then | would like for us all to try it. SING He came down that we may have
love. (Kepcat three times.) Ha”clujah forevermorel! O come, O come, |~ mmanuel! Ha”cluj’ah

forevermorel!

And Finang, most imPortantlg, is that we will not be staying in the sanctuary for the service.
]mmcdiat619 after “O Comc, AllYe Faithful” our Ca” to V\/orship, we will process in silence



to the Activities Builcling. Please follow me as we leave down the center aisle, go throug!‘x the
metal doors and the end of the breezewag, and continue down to the Activities Buil&ing via
the |ig}’1ted sidewalk. [lease use this time as prayer to center your souls and calm your minds to
receive the Christ (Child this night. As you walk, consider all of those who have walked the
Christianjoumcg before 3ou—1crom the saints of old, to the monks who gave us this service, to
your loved ones who made the Christmas story come to life in you. Or, you may wish to reflect
on thejoumeg Marg and \JOSCPI’] took to BetHe}qem, themselves on the threshold of
welcoming the newborn l(ing into their hearts. Or, you may wish to reflect on the Fropl‘xet
Isaia}’]’s words: “The PeoPIe who walked in darkness have seen a great Iightg those who lived in
aland of deep darkness—on them |ig}ﬁt has shined.” \What deeP darkness do you face, and
how does the Light of Christ shine through the darkness Forgou? | et us now call our hearts

and minds to worsl’lip.

Call to Worship: “O Come, A” Ye ]:ait}'ncul” No.

148

Silent Procession
As we walk to the Alctivities Buﬂding, Please be in an attitude of prayer, meditatfng on these
words from |saiah: ] he Pcople who walked in darkness have seen a great Iig}'wt; those who
lived in aland of dccP darkness—on them |ight has shined” (|saiah 9:2).

Fragcr for the Holg SPirit
For this prayer, | will offer Pc’citions for the coming of the H015 SPirit‘ Flcasc resPoncl to each
Petition by singing the T anzanian prayer chorus, “Come, r”]olg SPirit”: Come, come, come
Holg Spirit come! (ome, come, come Holﬂ SPirit comel! | etus pray.

Comc, Holg Spirit Rousc us from our slumber and make us attentive to the nearness of
Christ’s Presence——t}ﬁat we may discover [His Worc] in every sound of this worlcl, [His touch in
every embrace, and [is love in every encounter with another. ijNG

Comc, Holg Spirit. Move upon this }‘nur’cing earth. ]nspirc us to work for peace andjusticc

among the ?ragmentec{ and warring factions of humanity. EmPower us to be bearers oxcgour

grace to all those who now suffer. SING

Come} Holg SPirit, Com)cort the poor, the l‘ac|P|ess, the colcl, the l‘xungrg, the oPPressed, the
sfcl(, the lone|3, the unloved. OPen our eyes so that we may see the face of Cl’lrist in the least

of tl’xcsc, in our brothers and sisters. SING

Come, Holg Spirit. Setour hearts on fire. Set our hearts on fire with the Ligl‘xt of Christ
buming in the darkness of this winter’s m’ght. Set our hearts on fire to spread the (Good
News of (Great Jog. Set our hearts on fire with love and adoration for the (Christ child. Set
our hearts on fire so that we might inturn sPrcac{ the fire of our faith: T he Messiah is Born!

Praise be to (God! SING

Tl‘lc Communitg Hcars and Rcsponds to the Word
Tlﬁe [irst | _esson: Come, O Wisdom

O Wisc{om, you came from the liPs of Gocl most high, and you reach from etemitg to etemitg,
Powcrfuug and gent|3 orc{ering all tl’n’ngs. Come, O Wisdom; teach us.

Sung Response: “IHe Came Down” (from Cameroon)

He came down that we may have love. (Kepeat three times.)

r—ia”c[ujah forevermore! (O come, () come, |©_ mmanuel! Ha”clujah forevermore!

Narrative: ]n the Beginning Was the Worcl

I the beginning, the earth was formless and void, and darkness covered the face of the dceP.
But the bcginning was not empty. |n the }chinning was the Word, and the Word was with
Goc], and the Word was (God. e was in the beginning with C]od, and all things came into
bcing through Him. Truly, what has come into bcing in Him was life, and that life was the light
to all PeoPle. Jtis a |fg}1t that shines in the darkness, and the darkness will never overcome it. |t
is the true lig}‘:t that cnlightens us all. |ndeed, it is \Wisdom, reaching from eternitg to eternit9
with the glory of Gocl. Anc{ we have seen that g|org because the Worcl became flesh and lived
among us, full o?gracc and truth. Come | ord Jesus, come.

Carol: “]ncamation”

Lighting the [Tirst (andle

The Second Lesson: Come, O Lord



Ol ord, Adonai and | eader of the house of |srael, you aPPearcd to Moses in the flame of a
burning bush and at Sinai you gave him the law. Come, O | ord; redeem us.

Sung Rcsponsc: “IHe Came Down” (from Cameroon)

Hc came down that we may have love. (chcat three timcs.)

Ha”elujah forevermore! () come, () come, | mmanuell f”]a”ell,jah forevermore!
Narrative: The Fromise of the Frophets

Fcoplc |ong for strong leaders—leaders with vision and courage, with conviction and
comPassion. But one after another of |srael’s l(fngs disappointed the Peoplc. Ohne after
another, thcg fell far short of the image of the ideal king; thcy fell far short of the image of God
intended for their lives and their leac!ership. But still the Prophets spoke, and still t}ﬁey
Promisec{ that (God would send a strong leader—an ideal king to deliver tl’lem, a Messia}‘n to
redeem them. And if the People knew angthing about (God it was that (God keePs Promfses.
So the Pcoplc waited for this Promise of the Prophets to be fulfilled. THCH trusted that one

dag a child would be born for us, a son would be given to us; all authority would rest upon his

shoulders; and he would be named \Wonderful C ounselor, Mighty (od, Ever|asting [Father,
Frincc of Fcacc. (Come| ord Jcsus, come.

Caro!: “Come to Jesus”
Lighting the Second (Candle

The Thirc{ Lesson: Come, O Koot oFJesse

O Root o{:)esse) ou stand as a sign to the peo !es; before you rulers are silent and to you
Y S peep 9 Y
all nations shall pray. Comc, O Root oxCJcsse; deliver us.

Sung Rcsponsc: “IHe Came Down” (from Cameroon)

Hc came down that we may have love. (cheat three timcs.)

Ha”elujah forevermore! () come, () come, | mmanuel! f”]a”ell,jah forevermore!
Narrative: | he Annunciation
An angel came to Mary and said, “Grectir\gs, favored one! The | ordis with you. Do not be

afraid, for you have found favor with (God. You will conceive in your womb and beara son. [e
will be great. He will be holy. He will be called Son of God. He will scatter the Proud and
bring down the PowerFuI from their thrones. e will lift up the lowlg and fill the l’lungry with

good things"’ Marg was more than bcwilderecl, “How can this bc, since | am a virgin?” The
angel reP|iecl, “The Holg SPfrft will come upon you, and the power of the Most rligh will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called Son of God.”

Once it was discovered that Marg was with child, Joseph would have been well within his rights
to break the engagcment——cit}‘:er very Pubh’clg or with Private concern for Marg’s honor. Put
he couldnt go through with it. |n a dream, an ange| of the | ord said to him, “Do not be afraid
to take Mar9 as your wife. Tl‘lé child she is carrying is l‘no|3. He will save his PCOPIC from their
sins.” And so it came to be that this Holg Child, the Son of (God, could also trace his |incagc
tl’urougl’l Josep}fs )Cami|3 line. Jesus the Christ, Jesus of Nazareth is indeed the Root of

Jcssc. (Come| ord Jcsus, come.

Caro!: “| o, FHow a Rose [ er B!ooming” with “Rose of BetHehem”
Lighting the T hird Candle

The ]:ourth Lesson: Come, O Keg of Davicl

O Keg of David and ruler of the house of |srael, you open and none can shut; you shut and
none can open. Come, O ch of David; release the captivcs.

Sung Rcsponsc: “IHe Came Down” (from Cameroon)

Hc came down that we may have love. (cheat three timcs.)

Ha”elujah forevermore! () come, () come, | mmanuel! T“la”eluja}ﬁ forevermore!

Narrative: T]’ze Journeg to Bctlﬂ]chcm

When the time was clrawing near for Marg to give birth, the Empcror Augustus decreed that
all should go to their hometowns to be registere& Mary went with Joseph to Pethlehem, the
Citg of David, because Josepl‘x was descended from the house and Familg of David. When
tl’\eg arrived, tl’leg scarched invain fora Place to stay. Jt was crowded and hectic, and theg

were turned away because there was no room for them in the inn.

A stable was not the kind of Placc one would choose to bear a cl‘lilc{, but it was warm and drg‘
And theg were togetl’ler. When the child was born, tl’leg wraPPecl him in bands of cloth and
laid himin a manger. O little town of Pethlehem! You are bg no means least among the clans
oFJuc{ah, forfrom you shall come forth a ruler who is to shcphcrd |srael. [is origin is from old,



from ancient of clags‘ Heis the root oFJessc, King David’s greater Son‘ He is the Messiah

who comes to release the caPtfves. Come Lord Jesus, come.

Carol: “O ] ittle T own of Bethlehem”
Lighting the Fourth Candle
The ]:hcth | _esson: Come) O Bright Momiﬂg Star

O Briglﬁt Morning Star, you are the splenc]or of eternal life; you are the éawm’ng sun, the
Sun of Rightcousncss. Come,O Bright Morning Star, cnlightcn us.

Sung Rcsponsc: “IHe Came Down” (from Cameroon)

Hc came down that we may have love. (cheat three timcs.)

Ha”elujah forevermore! () come, ) come, = mmanuel! r”]a”ell,jah forevermore!

Narrative: Tlﬂc Angcl Froclamation

Now in that region there were shcpherds living in the fields, kccping watch over their flocks }33
night. Then an angel of the Lorcl stood before them, and the glory of the Lorc{ shone around
them and theg were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. Forsee|am
bringfng you gooc{ news oFgreatjoy: forto you is born this clag in the Citg of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the | ord. T his will be a sign for you. You will find a child wraPPed in
bands of cloth and Iying in a manger.” 5udc{cnlg the heavens were afire with the g!org and
splencior of the | ord. A multitude of the heaven!g host Praised (God and said, “Glorg to
Godin the hig}ﬁcstl Peace on earth; goodwi” toall” The Brlght Moming Star has dawned
on the earth. [is light shines in the darkness of a Iow|3 stable, and it shines in the darkness of
our hearts. Glorg to (God in the l’nig)‘:cst! Comc Lorc{ Jesus, come.

Caro!: “[Hark! The [Herald Aﬂge]s Sing”
Lighting the [Tifth Canc”c

Tlﬁe Sixtlﬁ | esson: Come, O King of the Nations

O King of the Nations, you are our desire. You are the Comerstone, and you make all
Pcople one. Come, O King of the Nations, save those whom you formed of clag‘

Sung Response: “IHe Came Down” (from Cameroon)

He came down that we may have love. (Kepeat three times.)

r—ia”clujah forevermore! O come, O come, E_mmanuc[l Ha”clujah forevermore!

Narrative: choicing at the Manger
thn the angcls had left them and gone into hcavcn, the shcphcrc{s stood there for a moment
lost in the wonder of it all. Put then from afar, a Iow|9 stable—filled with sometl’ling qufte lﬁo!g—
beckoned to them. Thc shcphcrds said to one anot}ﬁcr, “| etus go to Bcthlchcm to see this
marvelous thing that has taken Place!” So theg left their fields and their flocks, and theg made

their way to the Citg of David. When thcg arrived, thcg found Mary, JosePh, and the }38}35
Jesusjust as the angel had said.

Then theg knelt around that makeshift cradle and felt ajoy we”ing up inside them that theg did
not fully understand. |t was as if the very glory of the | ord Pulsed through their veins, and they
found it difficult to contain their excitement. They wanted to Ieap, c{ance, shout, and cry all at

the same time. |ndeed, theg were in the presence of the greatjog of our desiring, the One true
King of all the nations and all the generations. Come | ord Jesus, come.

Caro!: “Jog to the Wor]d”
Lighting the Sixth Candle

Thc Communitg Gathers Around the Lord’s Tablc
The Seventh Lesson: Come, O E_mmanuel

O Emmanucl, our Rulcr and giver of the |aw, we await you, our Savior. Come, O I mmanuel;
save us, O | ord our (God.

Sung Rcsponsc: “IHe Came Down” (from Cameroon)

Hc came down that we may have love. (cheat three timcs.)

Ha”elujah forevermore! () come, () come, | mmanuell T“la”ell,ja}ﬁ forevermore!

Narrative: (God |s With (s

Mang generations ago, the Frophct |saiah Proclaimcc{: “| ook, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and theg shall name him | mmanuel,” which means, “(God is with us.” |n due time, this
Promise was realized at the birth of a babe in the manger on this }1013 nigl‘ut. And tl‘uroug}‘u the
ages faithful People have continued to call his name = mmanuel, (God is with us, for we know

the presence of God when we let Christ (Child into our hearts.



But it is more than that. Jcsus once said, “W}‘nere two or three are gatl‘wcred in my name, there
l am in the midst of them.” We know that to be true. When we come toget}']er as the Body of
Christ, when we lift up our hearts in Praise and worsl*lip, when we sing sacred songs and hear
the Word of | ife, when we break the bread and drink from the cup, we cxPcricncc Christ’s
presence among us. Anc] we are not alone. The Cl’lristian communitg reaches tlﬁrough both
time and space. When we gathcr togcthcr in Christ’s name, we gather with saints of old and
brothers and sisters from afar. Tl’]ere is a reason we chose to include both the medieval
monastic (_hristian witness and the contemporary globa| C}‘nristian witness in our service
tonight. We wanted to exPerience with word and deed the mystery of [F mmanuel—(God with

us all. ]ncleed, from age to age and nation to nation, we cry: Come, Lord Jesus, come.

lee (areat Thanksgiving
QOur Great Thanksgiving I ucharistic Frager this special night will be a sung call and response
liturgg to a familiar tune. | will sing the “Leader” parts, | invite you tojoin in on the “Feop|e”

Par‘ts, and we will all sing togetl’ler at the end of ecach verse. Let us come to the table.

| eader: | ift your hearts and sing your Praises to our Savior, (God, and King.
Feoplc: On this sacred mght we greet him, all our_jogous thanks we bring.

All: (Come and share the feast of heaven—(God-with-us in wine and bread.
Leac’er; f“]ear the Good News of salvation: Gocl has moved upon the ear’ch,
FCOPIC: [From creation’s Primal darkness to the Light ogjesus’ birth.

All: (ome and share the feast of heaven—(God-with-us in wine and bread.
| eader: Now the meal is sPreac{ before us, signs omcgrace and selfless love:
Feople: Bodg~bro‘<en, life-blood offered, sins Forgiven from above.

All: (ome and share the feast of heaven—(God-with-us in wine and bread.
| eader: Holg SPirit, come upon us; fill our hearts, transform this P|acc.
FeoPIc: We are open to your Ieading, send us out to sprcad Clﬁrist’s grace.
All: (ome and share the feast of heaven—(God-with-us in wine and bread.

Tlﬂc Lorcl’s Fra er
Y
Our Fatherin heaven, hallowed be Yourname. Your kingclom come; Your will be done on

carth as it is in heaven. (Give us this clag our &ailg bread and Forgive us our sins as we Forgive

those who sin against us. And lead us not into tcmptation, but deliver us from cvil, forYoursis

the kingclom and the power and the glorg forever. Amen.

Sharing the Pread and CUP

Flease come forward, take a Piece of bread, cliP it into the cup and receive this ghct
Comefeast! (Come livel

Caro[: “(5o0d With US”

FragcrA{:‘cer Communion
Loving God, with great ti‘xanksgiving for this l‘xo!g meal we offer: our lips to be the hopc)cul

voice of Christ, our hands to reach out in his name, our feet to walk in his Footsteps, our bodies

to be a |fving sacrifice for you. T ake us. E_mpower us. (Jse us. Amen.

Thc Communitg (Hoes Out into the Wor]cl

Lighting the Christ Cand!e
On Christmas [~ ve, we Proc|aim inavery visual way that Christ is the Liglﬂt of the World—the
light that shines in the darkness, the light that can never be overcome bg the powers of this
world. | ach candle buming here Proclaims that truth. Put now we 1igl’1t the Christ candle, our
chosen sgmbol for the Lig}‘nt of (God that has come to us in Christ Jesus‘ And from this one
candle, we will cach Iight our own candles. Receive the Liglﬁt of Christ. | etitburnasa symbol
of His liglﬁt that shines in you.

Keceiving the Light of Christ
Carol: “Silent Nigl’xt”
Benediction: <] omorrow, | Will Come”

Throughout this service, we have been walking (sometimes Iitcraﬂgo in the footstcps of our
medieval brothers who gave us the O Antiphons‘ |t has been a gloriousjoumeg! But we have
one more blcssing to receive from those brothers. T}’leg gave us a subtle message in the
orclering of the O Antiphons [For ixtyou start with the seventh Antiphon, Come O
E_mmanucl and work your way back throug}ﬂ thcjoumcg taking the first letter of each name for
Christ, you get this |_atin Phrase: I ro cras, T omorrow | will come.” T his is Christ’s Promise.



Spcaking tous t!‘wrougl'l the ages, ringing out across the dark s!(ics, he says to you and to me,
“T omorrow | will come.” So goin peace on this Holﬂ Nigl’lt with a prayer of invocation on
your hearts. (ome, | ord Jesus, come.



